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Roslyn Arnold MA, MEd, PhD (University of Sydney), MBA 
(HEM) (University of London), Dip Ed., is an Honorary Professor 
in the Faculty of Education at the University of Sydney where 
she has spent most of her career in teacher education. There 
she was a recipient of a Vice Chancellor's Teaching Excellence 
Award, a member of the University Senate, Pro-Dean in 
Education and Head of School. She has been a Dean of 
Education and Head of School at the University of Tasmania.  
She now works in private practice as an education consultant. 
Dr Arnold has advised governments on education matters and 
is a regularly heard on the ABC commenting on education 
issues. In her work as an education consultant she advises 
Principals/Heads and school councils on a range of 
governance and leadership matters.  She works closely with 
school executives and teachers on projects such as developing 
students’ writing and thinking, designing and implementing 
teacher appraisal programs which are responsive to student 
feedback and which reflect schools’ values and strategic 
initiatives in pedagogy. Her publications include titles such as, 
Writing Development: Magic in the Brain; Empathic 
Intelligence: Teaching Learning, Relating; Empathic 
Intelligence in Educational Therapy; ‘Teaching Heaven and 
Earth: Beyond Philosophy’; ‘Developing Wisdom: The 
Possibilities of a Transformative Education’; Mirror the Wind (a 
collection of poems) Singing the Silence (a recently completed 
novel). 

Roslyn Arnold can be contacted at roslynconsulitng@gmail.com 

 

Giftedness- a Blessing or a Curse? 

It is always a challenge to meet the mixed expectation of an audience 
and to position the key theme of a conference within a contemporary 
context. In this paper I make four main points encapsulating ideas I have 
given consideration to over some decades around the complex needs of 
gifted students and of their teachers, mentors, and parents.  These 
points reflect on some of the challenges faced by gifted students, 
including the debilitating effects of envy, some of the benefits of 
developing their empathic intelligence and the contributions they might 
make to our global, contemporary society. 

 

ALBERT ATKIN PhD 

 

Albert Atkin is Senior Lecturer in Philosophy at Macquarie 
University, Sydney. He is the author of two books and multiple 
articles specialising in the philosophy of race and pragmatism. 
He teaches Critical Thinking and has particular interests in the 
way cognitive biases affect our understanding of argument and 
persuasion. 

 

Critical Thinking 

This paper will address a series of questions related to critical thinking, 
and its interaction with gifted and talented education. For example, what 
exactly is critical thinking, and why does it need to be taught in 
specialised courses? What role does critical thinking play in gifted 
education? What opportunities are there for using dedicated critical 
thinking courses more fully in gifted education, and how does it benefit 
students? Throughout, the paper will examine these questions against 
the backdrop of our experiences at Macquarie University where an 
established critical thinking course has, for several years, included a 
dedicated gifted and talented cohort drawn from high schools across 
Sydney and NSW. In particular, we will note that the “transformative” 
approach to critical thinking that lies at the heart of the Macquarie course 
is especially conducive to meeting the needs of gifted and talented 
students. 
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Bohdan Balla-Gow is a Head Teacher Teaching and Learning 
(Stage 5) at a partially selective high school in Sydney’s South 
West. Bohdan has been a teacher of intellectually gifted and 
talented students for over 10 years in both fully and partially 
selective NSW high schools, and was fortunate to work for a 
term in 2011 at the NSW DEC’s Selective Schools Unit. As 
Gifted and Talented Coordinator, he has authored and 
implemented GAT Policies in two partially selective high 
schools, and identified and catered for the needs of highly 
gifted adolescents. In 2013, he presented a paper on "the 
development, implementation and evaluation of a GAT science 
program" at the NSR GATE Conference.  

As the mother of the child featured in the longitudinal study 
presented, Alison Mackenzie has had first-hand experience in 
assisting in developing strategies to cater for the cognitive, 

Agency for change in gifted education:  a case study of a highly gifted 
female student  

 This paper outlines an in-depth, longitudinal case study of the 
identification, needs assessment and Individualised educational 
program (IEP) development for a highly gifted adolescent female in a 
partially selective NSW DEC high school.  Program development and 
implementation incorporated best practice in gifted education to meet 
the intellectual and socio-affective needs of the child and included: 
identification; parental education and support; curriculum differentiation 
within the classroom;  facilitation of numerous self-nominated research 
projects in areas of interest;  various forms of acceleration; counselling; 
informal and formal mentoring; involvement in GAT programs within the 
school and through universities; and strategic involvement of key 
stakeholders.  The case study outlines consultation with key stakeholders 
regarding subject-based followed by grade-based acceleration as well 



 

ALISON MACKENZIE 
BEd (Primary), Grad Dip 

Publishing, MDesign 

 

social and emotional needs of a gifted student. As a trained 
primary school teacher, currently working as a private tutor of 
students with varying ages and abilities, Alison is interested in 
the issues surrounding all other GAT students. As a result, she 
was involved in the development of her daughter's school's 
GAT policy from a parent's perspective, was a parent 
representative on a GAT network in her local area and helped in 
the running of a GAT program aimed at connecting local GAT 
primary students with their feeder high school. She also 
coordinated the publication of two books containing exemplary 
science projects by GAT high school students, presenting her 
expertise as part of 'Development, Implementation and 
Evaluation of a GAT Science Program' at the NSR GATE 
Conference in 2013. As a parent and educator, Alison is 
pleased to share her experience and insight into catering for 
GAT students. 

as specific monitoring and evaluation procedures of the study as a 
whole.  Implications of the case study for students, parents, teachers, 
executive staff members and the school itself are elaborated within an 
agency of change framework.   
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Carol Barnes is an Australian-trained lawyer who is national 
coordinator and Sydney meeting convenor for GLD Australia, a 
not-for-profit independent online learning community/support 
group focussing on gifted students with learning disability 
(GLD).  Carol is also vice-president and parent support group 
convenor of the Queensland gifted association’s Gold Coast 
Branch. She is an invited sessional lecturer on gifted and GLD 
at Griffith University, and has provided GLD training for SPELD 
Qld, SPELD NSW, Education Queensland, Mensa Australia, 
ASPECT Australia, Asperger Services Australia, and numerous 
primary and secondary schools in NSW and Queensland. Since 
2009, Carol has made 98 presentations on gifted and GLD, 
including 44 at international and Australian gifted, learning 
disability, medical, and legal conferences on five continents. 
Most importantly, Carol is the mother of two gifted university 
students, each with multiple learning disabilities. 

Disability adjustments for 2e/GLD students 

This presentation will explain how Australian disability law protects GLD 
students, how teachers can support GLD students’ applications for 
disability adjustments, and how to appeal if a testing authority simply 
says ‘No!’ on the grounds that the student is gifted or is not actually 
failing. The crucial role of appropriate adjustments for gifted students 
with disability cannot be overestimated. For some GLD students, 
disability adjustments will mean the difference between going on to 
university - or not.  

 

ANDREW CROSBIE, 
PhD, MA  

 

Andrew Crosbie is driven to promote greater ethical leadership 
in our society.  He runs his own ethics training and consulting 
practice (andrewcrosbie.com), through which he advises 
organisations how to promote ethical behaviour.  Much of his 
work is with high schools, where he runs workshops and 
programmes for students and professional development for 
teachers.Andrew gained a PhD from UNSW on the subject of 
role models and responsibility, and subsequently worked for 
several years as a manager at various Australian not-for-profit 
organisations.  He also coordinates a network of volunteer 
advocates for Cancer Council NSW and serves on the Human 
Research Ethics Committee at Westmead Children's Hospital, 
as a volunteer in both roles. 

 

 

 

Teaching Ethics to Gifted Students.  

 “With all the inequities present in society, I yearn for change, and as 
Gandhi said, “Be the change you want to see.” I want to help be the 
voice to challenge injustice and speak up for people who are 
voiceless.” So wrote a student applying to be part of The Ethical 
Leaders Club, one of the high school programs I run.  Today’s gifted 
students are tomorrow's leaders of society.  Making sure they have a 
well-developed sense of ethics should be a priority.  This does not 
simply mean knowing the difference between right and wrong, but 
ensuring that they step up and do what’s needed when the time comes. 
Most ethics teaching tends to focus on discussing ethical dilemmas, but 
to see greater ethical behaviour, we need to go beyond this.  People who 
take the initiative and perform great deeds have been found to have had 
more low-level practice than those who do nothing. So this is where my 
approach differs from the norm – I focus on practice.  In my work as a 
freelance ethics trainer, I engage gifted students in ethics through 
creative activities, interactive workshops and practical student-led 
projects.  In this talk, I explain my methodology and what I can offer 
schools, by describing some of the programs I currently run for gifted 
students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.andrewcrosbie.com/
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Elizabeth Dirckze has over 25 years’ experience in education 
and is the Coordinator of Teaching and Learning at Mount St 
Benedict College, Having completed UNSW Graduate 
Certificate of Gifted Education, Harvard University Graduate 
School of Education Certificates in Teaching for Understanding, 
Leading for Understanding and Visible Thinking, Liz has 
developed Gifted and Talented program with a thinking skills 
focus. Liz drives academic excellence, evaluation and 
improvement in her school and leads teacher professional 
development workshops and parent workshops in meeting the 
academic, social and emotional needs of gifted students. MSB 
College has been successful in the Future Problem Solving 
Program, winning the International Community Problem Solving 
Program Middle division award in 2013.  

Sharon Shapiro has taught in South Africa, USA and for over 
twenty years in Australia. Her roles have varied from classroom 
teacher to Gifted and Talented teacher and Coordinator. She 
has taught both Primary and Middle School classes, writing 
books on Mathematical Problem Solving and Thinking Skills for 
primary years. She has worked on Future Problem Solving in 
Scenario Writing, Scenario Performance and Community 
Problem Solving. Her students have represented Australia at 
the International finals receiving a number of first place awards 
for Scenario Writing. Sharon won the FPS E. Paul Torrance 
Coach Award in 2008.  

Future Problem Solving- Futures Thinking -G&T Students Thrive 

Being charged with the responsibility to mentor and improve educational 
outcomes for gifted students can be a daunting prospect. Whilst 
appropriate in-class curriculum for students’ developmental stages is 
paramount, much can be achieved through co-curricular programs and 
competitions. The Future Problem Solving Program motivates and assists 
students to think more creatively, develop an active interest in the future, 
improve communication skills, think critically, work cooperatively, 
develop research skills, and to develop life-long skills of resilience and 
adaptability. Workshop participants will use the Harvard Visible Thinking 
Routines to uncover the research about the benefits of developing a 
healthy FPS program in schools. It provides practical examples of how to 
get started and how to encourage other teachers to develop skills, 
passion and energy to coach teams. Maintaining a vibrant and 
interesting program where gifted students feel safe, satisfied and 
energised and staff feel supported will be the focus of the workshop. You 
will hear from students and teachers at the school and the aim is to give 
you confidence to get going and just do it. 

 

JENNIFER EDWARDS, 
MEd, GradDip, BSc 

 

JANINE TIMILLERO, 
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Jennifer Edwards has been an educator for 28 years and has 
been teaching Gifted Education for fourteen years.  Her KLA is 
Science and prior to teaching was a research scientist in the 
petrochemical and protein-isolate area. Jennifer has recently 
completed Level 1 Certificate in Teaching Philosophy in 
Schools and further philosophy study through the Sydney 
Evening College. 

 

 

 

Janine Timillero has a Level 1 Certificate in Teaching 
Philosophy in Schools as well as completing study of 
philosophy through the Centre for Continuing Education.  Her 
qualifications include a Bachelor of Education, Certificate of 
Gifted Education and a Masters of Education.  She is a teacher 
of HSIE and the Diverse Learning Coordinator at a school in 
Sydney. 

Practical Classroom Application of Thinking Through the Philosophical 
Community of Inquiry (COI) Model 
 
The presentation provides an overview of the Philosophical Community 
of Inquiry and demonstrates how this philosophical model can be used 
to enhance higher order thinking across a range of KLA’s. This approach 
caters for the diverse needs of gifted & talented students through 
enhancing development of critical, creative and logical thinking skills as 
students explore and articulate thoughts and connection to the content 
matter and their world. The presentation is supplemented by examples 
from a range of key learning areas such as English, History, Science and 
Religious Education as well as examples of how to use this approach 
with gifted & talented withdrawal groups.  

NICK GREEN, Bed 

 

Nick Green. Nick is Coordinator of Gifted Education at The 
King’s School, Parramatta and is currently working on his PhD 
in gifted education. 

The New Rambler - a student journal of opinion. Boys writing for boys, 
with a nod to Dr Johnson. 

The importance of writing as a key element of educational success 
cannot be overstated. Literacy provides a fundamental metric for 
educational achievement for individuals, schools and systems, at all 
levels from the classroom to international comparisons. The New 
Rambler is a student writing project for boys in Years 8 and 9 at The 
King's School. It is running now in its 9th year. This session will briefly 
consider some of the literature regarding boys' literacy and then examine 
the process undertaken so far to produce a quality journal of opinion 
articles. Discussion of the place and future of such a project as a co-
curricular activity in the digital age will ensue.  
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Yvonne Hammer completed a PhD in children’s and young 
adult literature at Macquarie University (2012). Her research 
has been published in peer-reviewed journals and she has 
presented at national and international research conferences 
within the field. Yvonne has more than twenty years experience 
in directing programmes (K-12) for high ability students. With 
Cathy Hill she has engaged in Action Research projects and 
presented the results of this collaboration at both national and 
international conferences. 

Cathy Hill, until the end of 2014, held the position of Head of 
Library and Information Science P-12 at St Paul’s Grammar 
School, an International Baccalaureate School, for 16 years. 
Prior to this position she held positions in two primary school 
libraries.  Currently Cathy is working part-time at St Andrew’s 
Cathedral School as Assistant Leader of Learning (Information 
& Research). The Information Research Process, as articulated 
in the model by Carol Kuhlthau, Guided Inquiry research by 
Ross Todd and the updated model: Guided Inquiry Design, are 
major interest areas. 

 

Zones of intervention: Ensuring success in (student directed) research 
projects. 
 
This presentation will discuss aspects of the research process which are 
commonly found to be problematic among high ability students who are 
engaged in self-directed projects. As all teachers are aware, any 
intervention, whilst ensuring a positive learning experience, needs to 
maintain a sense of student self-efficacy. Referring to the work of Carol 
Kuhlthau, we will discuss why intervention is important, what 
interventions have proved to be effective, and how the implementation of 
practical strategies can ensure student engagement throughout the 
process without obstructing independence in research-based learning 
programmes. Together, the presenters have sought to improve the 
research experience of Humanities, English and Science students who 
were engaged in self-directed learning projects. This collaboration 
(conducted over a period of ten years at St Paul’s Grammar School) 
resulted in the adaptation of research scaffolds as student experiences 
informed further implementation strategies. 

 

GREG HENSHAW 
MLMEd (master of 
leadership and management 
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Greg Henshaw has worked in the field of Gifted and Talented 
Education since 1993, as a GATS resource teacher, coach of 
the Australian Odyssey of the Mind team in 1995, and Head 
Teacher. He is currently the Deputy Principal at North Sydney 
Girls High School where he has led the development and 
implementation of a unique curriculum including mandatory 
Year 7 Innovations, Year 8 Ethics, a Stage 5 Philosophy 
Elective, and many other cross-curricula learning events as 
curriculum enrichment for gifted learners. 

 

Immersive Learning Experiences for Gifted Students:  

A workshop on how to construct immersive learning environments for 
gifted students for use as powerful triggers for metacognitive reflection. 
Two examples will be presented that focus on ethical decision making 
and testing Hobbes’ assertion that the natural state of humankind is a 
war of all against all.  

 

KATHERINE 
HOEKMAN, PhD 

 

Katherine Hoekman is the Consultant: Academic Performance 
at the Association of Independent Schools NSW, assisting 
schools in the independent sector with programs to address the 
needs of high potential students.  She is an adjunct lecturer in 
the Office of Educational Leadership and lectured in Gifted 
Education at School of Education at UNSW for over a decade, 
as well as consulting with schools on the ways to meet the 
cognitive, motivational and affective needs of gifted students. 
She was the Director of Research and Innovative Learning at 
Abbotsleigh, and was the Director of the Eileen O’Connor 
Centre serving the needs of diverse learners using assistive 
technology across the Archdiocese of Sydney. She has been 
an invited presenter at regional, national and international 
conferences, and relishes the opportunities these appointments 
have provided to apply gifted education principles with talented 
teachers in designing and evaluating innovative learning 
experiences that sustain excellence in teaching and learning. 

Strategies to enhance the confidence, competence and self-efficacy of 
teachers 

A systematic approach to designing, implementing and supporting a 
school wide gifted education program will be demonstrated. The basic 
tenets of a defensible differentiated program for gifted students will be 
revisited. Strategies to adapt and apply research based 
recommendations and promote school-wide ownership will be shared.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Assoc. PROF. JOANNE 
LIND, PhD 

 

Joanne Lind is an Associate Professor in Molecular Biology and 
Genetics within the School of Medicine at the University of 
Western Sydney. She has just completed an Australian 
Biomedical Fellowship awarded to her by the National Health 
and Medical Research Council. Prior to this she was a Clinical 
Lecturer through the Faculty of Medicine, University of Sydney 
and was a Visiting Fellow at the National Institutes of Health, 
USA. Joanne is President of the NSW Branch of the Human 
Genetics Society of Australasia (HGSA) and Co-Chair of the 
National HGSA Education Committee. In 2013 she was 
awarded a highly prestigious Australian Teaching Excellence 
Award from the Office of Learning and Teaching. Her current 
research focuses on coeliac disease, ageing, and 
cardiovascular disease. 

 

 

The Academy 

In 2014, the University of Western Sydney launched a new program “The 
Academy” which offers advanced degrees that prepare students to 
thrive in the face of change. It trains students to anticipate, navigate and 
adapt, to think differently and be creative as an employee, an 
entrepreneur or an academic. Where once a career followed a linear 
path, our student’s future will follow several different directions and may 
take them to places that do not yet exist. The program has developed a 
set of units that enhance the student’s inherent leadership qualities. We 
train them to recognise their personal biases and use critical thinking to 
overcome them. We train them to identify leadership qualities within 
themselves and others, and how different situations call for different 
styles of leadership. We train them to be creative in how they face new 
and challenging situations. And we train them to work across teams, 
collaborating with students from multiple disciplines, sharing their 
knowledge and experiences. This new program will be discussed with 
examples of activities that have been developed in our Leadership unit. 

PROF. VAUGHAN 
MACEFIELD, PhD 

 

Prof Vaughan Macefield is the Foundation Chair in Integrative 
Physiology, Deputy Dean and Director of Research, at the 
School of Medicine, UWS. He undertook a BSc (Hons) at 
UNSW, completed his PhD there in 1986, and then undertook 
advanced training in human neurophysiology in Sydney, 
Sweden and the US. Prof Macefield specializes in recording 
from single nerve fibres via microelectrodes inserted into 
peripheral nerves of awake human subjects, and also 
undertakes research involving functional magnetic resonance 
imaging (fMRI) of the human brain. He is the National 
Coordinator and NSW State Coordinator of the Australian Brain 
Bee Challenge, and the president of the International Society for 
Autonomic Neuroscience.  

 

Australian Brain Bee Challenge 

Prof Macefield is the NSW State Coordinator of The Australian Brain Bee 
Challenge. The University of Western Sydney has been hosting the State 
Finals since 2008. Open to Year 10 students it aims to increase 
awareness of science, and neuroscience on particular. The top students 
from Round 1 attend the state finals (Round 2): about 130 students from 
NSW compete in individual and team competitions, listen to talks about 
neuroscience, engage in an interactive neurophysiology workshop and 
participate in optional laboratory tours. The State Champion then 
competes in the National Competition, The Australian Champion 
participates in the International Brain Bee, held at different locations 
throughout the world – and all expenses are paid for the winner and 
guardian. Last year Australia came second, after coming first for the 
previous two years. We hope to encourage students to enter the world of 
neuroscience, and help unlock the mysteries of the brain. 

Cheryl McArthur MEd 

   

Cheryl McArthur found that after experiencing the joys and 
frustration of parenting two children identified as gifted, her 
interest in the specialized educational needs of gifted students 
was stimulated. As a result, she took the opportunity to retrain 
as a secondary school teacher, and followed with a Master of 
Education specializing in Gifted Education. This was completed 
at UNSW under the tutelage of Emeritus Professor Miraca Gross 
AM. She has worked as a classroom Teacher and a Gifted 
Education Coordinator in both the Public and Independent 
Education Sectors in NSW and is currently the Gifted Education 
Coordinator at Saint Vincent’s College, Potts Point a newly 
created position.  

The Practicalities of Maths Acceleration 

Research indicates that for correctly identified students, acceleration 
whether it is subject specific or whole grade can be the most effective 
way to meet their learning needs (Rogers 1991). While the curriculum of 
an accelerated course is foremost in the minds of educators, it is often 
the administration and planning of the course that creates the difficulties 
that make or break the successful implementation of the curriculum. 
While whole grade acceleration requires much thought and 
consideration, it is often easier to implement than subject specific 
acceleration. This is particularly problematic when the course is offered 
in a secondary school setting where the restraints of timetabling and the 
requirements of assessment and reporting can seem insurmountable. 
This presentation will provide an insight into the journey of setting up and 
managing the administration of an Accelerated Mathematics Program. 
From identification of students through implementation to student 
achievement, this presentation is a reflection on how such a program 
was started at Saint Vincent’s College; the requirements, the problems, 
the pitfalls and the solutions. 
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Anne McCallum teaches Ancient and modern History at 
Ascham. She designed and co-wrote the current Extension 
History syllabus and has written several text books including 
Democracy to Dictatorship: Germany 1918-1945 and Evidence 
of War. As Gifted Co-ordinator at Ascham 1994-2014 she 
introduced a number of initiatives including a range of extra 
subjects, including philosophy, available for gifted students in 
years 9 and 10 and began the Sydney Philosothon in 2007. She 
has been invited to present at conferences on teaching Modern 
and Extension History and on Gifted Education. 

 

 

Sally Arnold is the Coordinator of Differentiated Learning (Years 
7-12) at Moriah College located in Queens Park, Sydney. Sally 
is a passionate, committed and highly experienced teacher who 
has over 15 years of experience in working in both Primary and 
Secondary schools and as a specialist in Gifted and Talented 
education. In her current position Sally is responsible for 
designing differentiated curriculum resources and other 
challenging learning opportunities and experiences for gifted 
students across all stage levels. Her experience extends to the 
tracking of student development and performance through data 
collection and analysis. Sally is currently completing a Masters 
of Gifted Education through UNSW. 

 

Beaux and Belles – a Cooperative Learning enrichment day 

Many gifted students have negative feelings about ‘group work’. There is 
a good deal of evidence, however, to support claims that working 
together can lead to more creative solutions than working independently. 
Successful teamwork can also enhance feelings of well-being, 
satisfaction in achievement and lead to the development of friendships 
among intellectual peers. Being able to work as part of a team in the 
workplace is also important skill to develop. Therefore, for all these 
reasons, provision of opportunities for a positive experience in 
cooperative learning for gifted students is required. Providing such an 
experience is the aim of this activity. 
 
A Differentiated Task for Year 9 History 
 
Designing tasks that provide for a range of abilities involves dealing with 
both the content and outcomes of the syllabus, together with the 
demands of providing differentiated tasks that can be used to engage all 
the students in a mixed ability classroom. This paper focuses on 
designing a set of homework tasks, using sources, on the Core Study – 
Depth Study 3. The construction of the tasks is based on ideas from 
June Maker’s model and Bloom’s New Taxonomy,  

ROBYN MOLONEY, BA, 
DipEd. (USyd); M. Media 
and Cultural Studies (Macq); 
EdD (USyd) Macquarie 
University  

 

Robyn Moloney teaches Methodology for the teaching of 
Languages in Schools, and also teaches Literacy in a 
Multicultural Society, highlighting issues in English as an 
Additional Language. Robyn has had extensive teaching 
experience in schools teaching Japanese, French and German. 
Her doctorate was a study of the intercultural development of 
Year 6 students in an immersion language program. Robyn 
teaches a number of HDR students whose projects are 
focussed on language teacher development, language and 
identity, and language classroom issues. Her research 
activities, funding grants awarded, and publications represent a 
diverse range of language issues. Robyn was awarded the 
2009 Macquarie University Faculty of Human Sciences Early 
Career Researcher Publication Award. In 2013 she has been 
awarded a Macquarie Global Programs staff trip to a university 
in Shanghai China, to extend her understanding of the training 
of teachers for overseas Chinese teaching. Her most recent 
publications include a co-edited volume (with Assoc. Prof. 
Lesley Harbon), Language Teachers' Narratives of 
Practice (Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2013). 

 

A teacher's role in enabling autonomy in gifted language learners 

This presentation puts the spotlight on the role of the teacher in the gifted 
and talented languages classroom. There has been limited research on 
the qualities in the teacher him/herself which shape pedagogy, and 
integration of creative strategies. Teacher beliefs, qualities and role-
modelling act as catalysts in students’ pathways to talented language 
performance. Core teacher beliefs are most commonly formed on the 
basis of teachers’ own schooling and include implicit assumptions about 
how learning occurs, and about the role of the teacher in enabling this 
learning. Sally Mizoshiri, through a written reflective narrative, has 
identified her early excitement for authentic language and autonomous 
learning, and we see this reflected in her practice and her students.  This 
paper examines the links between teacher and student beliefs, as 
expressed in the context of a Year 11 speech writing task.  

SALLY PARKER 

 

Sally Parker is a philosophy and science teacher who has 
taught philosophy for several years as part of the science 
enrichment program at Moriah College. This experience led her 
to present her science philosophy program at various national 
conferences as well as to teach a Philosophy of Science 
elective to pre-service science teachers at the University of 
Sydney. While at Moriah College Sally designed a Stage 5 
general philosophy elective course that was supported by 
Board of Studies, and which she taught in its inaugural year. 
Sally has Level 2 FAPSA Philosophy in Schools accreditation. In 
2011 Sally commenced collaboration with Macmillan publishing 
as the main author of their inquiry based science workbooks for 
the new Yr7 to 10 Australian Curriculum. 

Is ‘Science as a Human Endeavour’ really ‘Science Philosophy’ in 
disguise? 

The Science as a Human Endeavour(SHE) strand of the Australian 
Science Curriculum provides teachers with an opportunity to address, 
and engage students with, a of range philosophical questions related to 
the nature and influence of science and technology in society in the 
past, present and future. The SHE based outcomes in the science 
curriculum can become useful to enrich student thinking and discussion 
on interesting and topical issues rather than as isolated and often 
disconnected learning experiences.This presentation communicates a 
variety of science lesson activities and ideas that can be used to teach 
the Science as a Human Endeavour strand of the Australian Science 
Curriculum in the high school classroom. 



 

RUTH PHILLIPS, MEd 

 

Ruth Phillips (nee Targett) is one of Gateways Education’s 
Senior Trainers. She has a Masters of Education from the 
University of New South Wales, post graduate qualifications in 
Psychology and is currently undertaking her PhD in Education 
at the University of Wollongong. Ruth is a trained educator and 
highly experienced consultant with qualifications in psychology 
and is currently working towards her doctorate at the University 
of Wollongong, in Gifted Underachievement. Ruth Phillips is a 
teacher, with over 20 year’s expertise. She has worked in public 
and independent schools working with gifted students and 
children from pre-school to year 12. She worked with teachers 
to develop their skills in meeting the needs of different learners, 
provided seminars supporting parents and has taught at the 
undergraduate and post graduate level at UNSW. She has 
presented practical workshops and key note presentations in 
Schools, focussing on the needs of gifted children, identifying 
gifted learners and providing exceptional programs for children 
with high intellectual ability as well as at International and 
Australian education conferences. Ruth has co-authored 
publications including, the DEST Gifted Education Professional 
Development Package, Module 2: Identification of Gifted and 
Talented Students, with UNSW and Perspectives: an English 
differentiated unit for lower secondary students. 

 

 

The importance of Acceleration 

The National Association for Gifted Children says that educational 
acceleration is one of the cornerstones of exemplary gifted education 
practices, with more research supporting this intervention than any other 
in the literature on gifted individuals. The purpose of acceleration is to 
adjust the pace of instruction to the students’ capability in order to 
develop a sound work ethic, to provide an appropriate level of challenge 
in order to avoid the boredom from repetitious learning, and to reduce 
the time period necessary for students to complete traditional schooling. 
Acceleration benefits many highly capable individuals by better 
motivating them toward schooling, enhancing their involvement with 
extracurricular activities, promoting more challenging options in the 
middle school and high school years, and preparing them to begin 
contributing to society at an earlier age. While not as widely used as a 
practice with diverse gifted learners, evidence suggests that it can be a 
successful strategy with low income, minority, and students with learning 
problems as well.    

  

JAN ROBINSON MEd, 
COGE, DipEd 

 

Jan Robinson has experience teaching in the UK and Australia 
over a period of 28 years. Currently in the role of Education 
Officer:Gifted Education K-12 for Sydney CEO’s Inner West 
Region, Jan has spent the last 14 months co-writing and 
developing Professional Learning resources for gifted 
education, and advising the schools of teh Inenr West Region. 
Jan has experience in Curriculum Development & Gifted 
Education, coordinating both of these areas K-10 for an 
Independent girls’ school in Sydney over a number of years. 
She holds a COGE Certificate and Masters in Gifted Education. 
Jan has drawn on academic reading within the area, her time in 
the field of education, and her own experiences to develop and 
present professional development on a range of topics within 
the field of Gifted Education within  the Catholic School system, 
a range of Independent school settings, for professional 
associations she is affiliated with, and at previous Gifted 
Conferences at both a Primary and Secondary level.  

Getting to the heart of Identification 
 
This presentation explores a number of facets of the Identification 
process for gifted students from recognsing the gifted to how to develop 
a formal, structured whole-school identification program. It also touches 
on some of the challenges inherent to identifying gifted students. 
PART ONE: If you know what you’re looking for, there’s a chance you 
might find it…Characteristics of the gifted, brief overview of Gagne’s 
DMGT2.0 & levels of giftedness 
PART TWO: Get with the program… 
Purpose, some guidelines, the process, selecting a range of measures 
and procedure to identify, & incorporating an evaluation process 
PART THREE: What does it all mean? Analysing the data. Interpreting 
the subjective and objective information gathered for needs analysis and 
to create a Student Profile, & monitoring students over time 
PART FOUR: The Challenges. Some general challenges to 
identification, including 2e students and underachievers 

LUKE RUSSELL, PhD

 

 

Luke Russell completed a BA (Hons) and a PhD in philosophy 
at the University of Sydney. His PhD, awarded in 2002, was on 
normativity in epistemology and ethics. He briefly taught at 
Macquarie University; he is now a Senior Lecturer at the 
University of Sydney, where he runs the HSC philosophy course 
Mind and Morality, and teaches Moral Psychology and Critical 
Thinking. 

Luke's main areas of research are moral philosophy (including 
normativity, naturalism, virtue theory, moral psychology, evil, 
and metaethics), epistemology, philosophy of biology and 
philosophy of mind. 

 

Why should students do Mind and Morality at the University of Sydney? 

1. Mind and Morality is a 6-credit point unit that counts towards a degree 
at the University of Sydney. Mind and Morality students are effectively 
beginning their tertiary education while in year 11. Mind and Morality also 
counts as a year 11 preliminary unit.  

2. Students of Mind and Morality learn to think and write to university 
standards. The analytical thinking skills and essay writing skills acquired 
by Mind and Morality students prove very useful in their other essay-
based HSC subjects, such as English, History, Geography, Legal 
Studies, and Society and Culture. This is great way for talented students 
to stretch themselves.  

3. In Mind and Morality students investigate fundamental and fascinating 
issues that are not addressed elsewhere in the HSC curriculum. By 
studying philosophy at this young age, students can begin to live an 
examined life, to take responsibility for their beliefs, and to learn to think 
for themselves. 

 

 

http://www.nagc.org/index.aspx?id=383
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Amy Sambrooke is the Communications Manager for the 
Whitlam Institute within the University of Western Sydney. Amy's 
background is in media and public relations. She has worked 
as a producer at the ABC as well as in commercial radio, and 
has presented and produced programs on various community 
stations. Amy has a Bachelor of Media in Writing from 
Macquarie University and a Graduate Diploma in Radio 
Broadcasting from the Australian Film, Television and Radio 
School. Amy joined the Whitlam Institute in January 2009, and 
manages the school and community education and outreach 
program. 

The Whitlam Institute – What Matters? 

The Whitlam Institute within the University of Western Sydney has a 
vibrant program of engagement with schools.  We provide opportunities 
for students to bring to life their learning by visiting us for on-site 
programs, attending our events and exhibitions, taking part in our annual 
What Matters? writing competition, and accessing the nationally 
significant Whitlam Prime Ministerial Collection. Our guiding mission is to 
foster in students an enthusiasm for civics and citizenship, and a sense 
that ideas, politics and government matter.  
 
What Matters? is the Whitlam Institute’s flagship annual writing 
competition and is open to NSW, ACT and Tasmanian school students in 
years 5 to 12. Responding to the simple question ‘what matters?’, young 
people are free to express their opinions and feelings on any matter they 
feel strongly about. Students write with maturity and conviction across a 
range of diverse areas: poverty; equality; the environment; disability; 
human rights; animal cruelty; bullying; the importance of family and 
community; tolerance – the list goes on. In 2014 the competition 
attracted over 2500 entries from NSW and the ACT.  

FIONA SMITH 

BA hons, Med (Gifted 
Education) Fiona also has 
full registration with the 
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Fiona Smith is the principal psychologist and director of 
her practice Gifted Minds in Sydney, Australia. She has 
worked with over 2000 gifted and creative children and 
has a special interest in the needs of the creative- 
divergent thinker within a traditional educational system. 
 

Mindful Measurement: Testing and Creativity. 

The traditional learning environment with its emphasis on a 
sequential, largely auditory presentation of facts, building a 
reservoir of knowledge before proceeding to analysis, often fails to 
engage the creative-divergent learner, as do traditional tests and 
assessments, especially those that rely on multiple- choice 
questions given within a strict time frame. Psychometric tools such 
as the Wechsler Intelligence Scales for Children (WISC-IV) and 
Stanford Binet (SB5), as well as tests of achievement such 
as the NAPLAN, ICAS and Selective High School tests largely 
ignore creativity, and subsequently fail to identify, select or serve 
creative-divergent children. The presenter will draw upon her 
experience assessing over 2000 gifted children in Australia and 
will try to elucidate how the creative-divergent child can be 
engaged, motivated and better understood. The presenter 
hopes thus, not to encourage further ‘assessing, testing and 
measuring’ of these children but rather to promote a more in 
depth understanding of the creative-divergent thinking style and 
how this can be better identified and nurtured. 
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Angela Thomas is the Gifted Education Coordinator at Santa 
Sabina College. She is an experienced Technology teacher, 
has a Masters of Education (Computers in Education) from 
Sydney University and is currently completing a Masters of 
Educational Leadership at UNSW. She is passionate about 
motivating students to explore new ways of learning with 
Technology tools and applying them in innovative and creative 
ways. She likes to keep up-to-date with contemporary learning 
‘best’ practices and is interested in the role digital technologies 
play in affording new pedagogy and enhancing future focused 
learning environments. Angela has previously co-presented at 
the MYSA & AIS Teacher Librarians Conference on Games 
Based Learning; and the International Creativity Conference at 
Knox on Learning through Making with Digital Technologies. 

Code Connect & Create Day – Using STEM to promote Creativity. 
 
Inspired by STEM initiatives and the Maker movement which emphasises 
the need to bring game-changing technologies (fabrication, physical 
computing & programming) to classrooms we undertook a ‘Code, 
Connect, Create’ day experience with our Year 7 students in 
collaboration with UTS IT & Engineering students. By providing 
challenging, open-ended opportunities of making, tinkering, prototyping 
& computational thinking students were able to problem solve, make 
connections and be creative. Workshops include programming with 
Python, creative thinking using Rube Goldberg Machines, working with 
Arduino light boards and some robotics. In this session we will share our 
experiences from our day demonstrating some of the student work and 
sharing the feedback from both staff and students about the learning 
experience. These transformational technologies put the learner at the 
centre of the educational process and provide opportunities for creativity 
and discovery. 
 
 



 

ALAN THOMPSON 

 

Alan D. Thompson is the National Gifted Children’s Coordinator 
for Australian Mensa. Alan specialises in working with individual 
high-potential achievers, entrepreneurs, and gifted families. 
Having spent over a decade as a sound designer to high 
performing celebrities, Alan worked with many high performing 
young stars, including the Australian Billy Elliot, Nikki Webster, 
and the cast of Andrew Lloyd Webber's Cats in Asia. He is an 
Associate Certified Coach with the International Coach 
Federation, working and training extensively through Singapore, 
Hong Kong, USA, and China. Alan has published several 
works, including the books Best: A practical guide to living 
your best life and Welcome: Stories to wake up to. More 
information at: LifeArchitect.com.au 

Personalised education: the future of learning 

Schools can provide standard education. Psychologists can provide 
testing to determine high IQ (brightness). How can we complement this 
to help reveal brilliance? This presentation will explore the application of 
revealing brilliance in gifted children. Using assessments and interviews 
to evaluate a unique and personal “blueprint” allows students to 
understand how they can best shine in the world. Featuring case studies 
from individual clients and schools in North America and right here in 
Australia (across a broad range of cultures), Alan will speak on 
effectiveness in learning—not teaching—for gifted children, as well as 
new tools available for allowing bright kids to create something brilliant.  

SIAN WELSH BSc, MEd, 

COGE, P.G.C.E. Secondary 
Science 

 

Sian Welsh Since 2003 he has taught in Australia, first for 
the DET and then at an independent school. Prior to that, 
he taught Science, History and Geography in 
England for four years. H i s  experience includes 
being a Gifted and Talented Coordinator, Acting Head 
of Science, Assistant Head of Department Religion and 
teacher of Science and Religion. He has been involved in 
gifted education for the past three years. He sees gifted 
education as allowing the implementation of sophisticated 
pedagogical approaches and it provides many solutions to 
the challenges faced within contemporary secondary 
education. His interests outside school include creative 
writing and photography. The interest in photography 
stems from his love of travel.  
 
 
 
 

Teaching science to gifted students  

Teaching science to gifted students in a contemporary secondary 
educational setting often requires a combination of instructional 
models, curriculum differentiation and the use of technology. This is 
often done to mixed ability classes. Science is a subject that 
combines abstract concepts and practical experimentation; 
therefore, the way to meet the needs of all learners, especially 
gifted learners, requires a new approach. Here a small scale 
classroom-based research study will attempt to provide evidence in 
support of the notion that using conceptual pedagogy makes this 
challenge easier for teachers as well students in years 7-10. 
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Karen Yager is currently the Dean of Academic Excellence and 
Innovation at Knox Grammar School where she overseas 
curriculum and academic performance. Karen worked with the 
NSW Professional Curriculum Directorate to develop a K-10 
conceptual programming framework that differentiates and 
deepens the learning. Karen was the Senior Education Officer 2 
for Northern Sydney Region where she led, developed and 
coordinated professional learning for K-12 teachers and gifted 
and talented programs. Karen has presented papers and 
workshops at NSW English Teachers' Association and national 
AATE Conferences since 2002, and international conferences in 
Singapore, Boston, London, Philadelphia and Melbourne. In 
2007, she designed and co-delivered across NSW a 
conceptual model of programming for the Professional English 
Curriculum Directorate. This model has now been adopted by 
State Office to support teachers in the design of K-10 units of 
work. She is also president of the English Teachers' 
Association. In 2005, Karen was awarded the Premier's 
Scholarship for Literature to study Shakespeare in the UK and 
France. In 2010 she was awarded by the Ministry of Education 
in Singapore an international fellowship. Karen did keynotes 
and ran master workshops for teachers on assessment, 
creativity and writing.  Karen is co-author of Oxford HSC 
English which won a national publishing award, and she has 
just released Discovering the HSC. She was awarded in 2014 
the Australian Professional Teaching Association national award 
for meritorious contribution to the profession.  

 

The Transformative shift to being talented in English  

 There is so much potential for gifted students to realise their talents in 
the English classroom. This presentation will present a range of ways 
and practical strategies to engage, extend and transform the learning of 
the gifted student in English. There will be a focus on conceptual 
learning, using rich texts, the significance of writing and differentiating 
assessment and teaching strategies so that the gifted student will aspire 
to achieving even higher personal standards than they thought possible.  

 

 


